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Woodland cover in England over 
the past millennium 
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The woodland creation agenda 
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Natural Environment White 
Paper 

 
The Government welcomes the 
case that the “Read Report” sets 
out and has asked the 
Independent Panel on Forestry 
to provide advice on an 
appropriate level of ambition for 
woodland creation and more 
active management, the 
mechanisms and market 
conditions needed……….. 
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Government’s Carbon Plan 
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Independent Panel on Forestry 
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Why woodland creation? 

• Existing woodland cover is low 

• Delivers cost-effective ‘carbon 
abatement’ 

• Many co-benefits 

• water quality 

• flood alleviation 

• landscape 

• Productive land use 

• timber 

• woodfuel 

• New habitat 

• Recreation opportunities  
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Woodland Carbon Code 

 The Woodland Carbon Code is 
a voluntary code designed to  
encourage a consistent 
approach to Woodland 
Creation Projects involving 
carbon statements & claims. 
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Defra’s GHG Reporting Guidelines: 
2011 
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Other agendas: water 

• Water Framework Directive; 

• First cycle 2009-2015 

• Second cycle 2015-2021 

• Third cycle 2021-2027 

• Risk of infraction proceedings 
against UK Government; 

• Woodland measures absent from 
first planning cycle 

• Evidence provided in ‘Woodlands for 
Water’ report; 

• Priority in draft Rural Development 
Regulation; 

• Water White Paper. 
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So…. Strong ‘support’ for 
woodland expansion, but…. 

• How much can be planted? 

• When? 

• Where can it go? 

• Is there enough land? 

• What type of woodland? ?
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Constraints to planting 

Brownfield (previously developed) land 450,000 ha 

Moderate and poor agricultural land unconstrained 

from woodland creation 

EE LON WM NWE NEE Y&H EM SEE SWE Total

Area (kha)

ALC3 774 15 625 412 307 517 823 852 1209 5534

ALC4 63 1 152 198 101 161 128 226 303 1332

ALC5 1 0 12 33 22 15 6 5 24 117

Total 838 16 788 643 430 693 957 1083 1536 6984

% land area

ALC3 40.4 9.4 48.1 29.2 35.8 33.6 52.7 44.8 50.9 42.5

ALC4 3.3 0.5 11.7 14.0 11.8 10.4 8.2 11.9 12.7 10.2

ALC5 0.0 0.0 0.9 2.4 2.5 1.0 0.4 0.2 1.0 0.9

Total 43.7 9.8 60.7 45.6 50.1 44.9 61.3 56.9 64.6 53.6
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A focus for discussion – the 
Woodland Potential Calculator 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“The Woodland Potential Calculator, which draws on 
information collated in National Character Area 
profiles, Ecological Site Classification and other 

environmental, social and economic data, 
can help target woodland expansion to achieve the 

right trees in the right place.” 
 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/england-wpc 
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Seeking views 

• Area of potential woodland creation in each of 159 
NCAs 

• Over 50 years 

• Not on the basis of current financial constraints 

• What type of woodland 

• On what land type? 

• ‘Aunt Sally’ provided on basis of responses 
received in the Northwest 

• Five land ‘categories’ 

• ‘Consultation’ document 

• Supporting information packaged in Woodland 
Potential Calculator 

• Forestry 

• Landscape character summaries 

• Contextual information 
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Addressing the questions 

•Woodland for a reason – not for 
woodland’s sake 

•What is the context? 

•economic 

•environmental 

•social 

•What can the woodland deliver? 

•timber 

•‘ecosystem services’ 

•Habitat 

•Landscape 

•Recreation…......... 

•But all ‘landscape’ specific 
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Thinking outside current 
[economic] constraints 

• Timber and woodfuel are likely to be increasingly 
sought after commodities and this is likely to be 
reflected in their value; 

• Sustainable intensification of agriculture is likely; 

• There will be a much larger human population – 
both globally and in the UK – requiring more 
timber and more food; 

• Agricultural subsidies will change;  

• Carbon may become an increasingly ‘hard’ 
currency; 

• Productive landscapes that promote biodiversity 
and deliver multiple objectives will be increasingly 
welcome. 

• Agricultural land suitability may decline in some 
areas.  
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Woodland Potential Calculator 
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South Suffolk and North Essex 
Clayland 
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Land ‘quality’ 
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‘Contextual’ information 
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‘Forestry’ information 
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On-line response form 
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Next steps 

• Hold ‘informal consultation’; 

• Part of Independent Panel ‘stakeholder 
engagement’; 

• emerging findings end-October 

• Encourage stakeholder bodies to respond 

• NE/EA/EH/LAs/biodiversity partnerships 

• LNPs/LEPs 

• Membership organisations 

• Forestry sector partnerships 

• eNGOs 

• Provide FC (and NE) response for each NCA 

• Hold one or two workshops per FC Area in late 
autumn 

• Discuss ‘contentious issues’ [and achieve consensus] 


